
LBS and Apprenticeship: Building the Foundation 
 
Numeracy skills are the cornerstone of many apprenticeships today.  Literacy & Basic 
Skills (LBS) programs can help strengthen the skills that apprenticeship students need, 
to be successful in their trade.   
  
The Centre for Employment & Learning (CEL) in Huron County is fortunate to partner 
with The Technical Training Group (TTG) on the delivery of their Manufacturing Pre-
Apprenticeship Multiple Trades Exposure Programs in Clinton and Listowel.   
   
The partnership came about naturally.  TTG had delivered a Pre-apprenticeship 
program in another county and when they started running their program in CEL’s area, 
they approached CEL for Literacy support.  
  

“Part of the programming the CEL delivers includes a comprehensive Trade Math 
Course through its Literacy and Basic Skills (LBS) program.  Our trainees have 
benefited enormously from this course. The team at the CEL consistently goes above 
and beyond to ensure our trainees gain foundational math skills that will help them 
successfully pursue careers in the skilled trades and apprenticeships.” 
 ~Liz Balletto, TTG Office and Pre-Apprenticeship Program Administrator 

  
Adults bring rich experiences and transferable skills to their training, while juggling 
work, home life and further education to pursue new opportunities for 
themselves.  Many of our pre-apprenticeship students have been away from formal 
education for some time and are apprehensive about returning to school or taking a 
math course.  Our LBS practitioners help students overcome barriers, by providing 
extra support, acting as learning coaches, and giving encouragement along the way.  
 
As with all new initiatives, there were some adjustments that had to be made to the 
course along the way.  Some of the lessons learned from this program resulted in 
condensing the course from 8 to 10 weeks to fit mandated timelines.  It was also 
discovered that ideally, intake and assessment are better done in advance of the 
program start.  
  



“Almost 2 years ago, I started my journey into welding. It has its ups and downs but 
I went to the CEL to upgrade my math for trade math.  They taught me a lot [and] 
they slowed everything down so I can understand a lot more.  Blair even took the 
time out of his workday to help me out as well.  With a trade math from TTG and the 
CEL, they teach you more so you are prepared.  You are learning every day you put 
your brain to work.  The team of TTG and the CEL [are] there to help and they prove 
it every day.” 
~Michel Long, Pre-Apprenticeship Graduate  

 
To other LBS service providers that are considering this kind of program:  keep 
knocking on the doors of community partners and businesses, letting them know that 
you can help.  LBS programs are the best kept secret for filling gaps and helping 
students build their foundational skills.  A solid foundation can build endless 
opportunities!   
 


